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instruction they had on books written for them by men such as
Eucharius Rosslin and Jacob Rueff.

Sage-Femme or Accouchenr ?

A struggle was now about to begin, however, between
them and the members of our profession as to whether the
midwife or the doctor should be paramount in the delivery-
room, in which the gradually extending power of the printing
press gave the men who wrote and read the works on science
and art an advantage over the women. It was not that there
were absolutely no female writers on obstetrics. Louise
Bourgeois, the Court sage-femme of Mary of Medici, Queen of
Henry IV., wrote a book for the benefit of her daughter,
in which she claims to have proposed and carried out the
operation of Turning in cases of placenta praevia, though she
may have learned it from her husband who was a friend
of Guillemeau. Marguerite de Tertre also, the sage-femme-in-
Chief at the Hotel Dieu, wrote a text-book for her pupils
in 1717. But neither these, nor the works of Justine Sigmun-
din in Germany, or of Jane Sharp or Mrs Nihell in England,
could hold their ground against the many volumes that were
produced by men trained as physicians and surgeons, some
of whom began to make a specialty more or less distinct of
obstetrics.

Influence of Fashion.

In the middle of the seventeenth century another element
came in to contribute to the transference of midwifery from
the care of women to the charge of men—the element of
fashion. Astruc is the authority for dating the era of man-
midwifery from the confinement of Louis de la Vallitre, the
earliest of Louis XIV.s concubines, in 1663. The Great
Monarch, as his people loved to call him, was then passionately
devoted to the fair, perhaps delicate, and slightly lame girl, and
as she wished her condition and her confinement to be kept
secret, he had her attended by Jules Clement, who afterwards
attended members of the Royal family both of France and
Spain, as well as other ladies of the Court. The custom
which was begun in Royal circles in France and Spain
and England gradually spread through the community, but it
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long Latin elegy composed by his friend Atterbury, Bishop
of Rochester, which tells that the monument was raised by
Edmund, Duke of Buckingham, in gratitude for life saved at
birth, and for health often restored and at last confirmed. A
journal in announcing his decease says, “ He was the last of
that ancient family who practised the art of Midwifery in the
Kingdom except Dr Walker in Great Suffolk Street, who
(also) is grandson to Dr Peter Chamberlen.”

Discovery of ‘their Secret.

That the instrument which gave the Chamberlens for four
generations their pre-eminence as obstetricians was none other
than the safe midwifery forceps was conclusively demonstrated
in 1813. In that year there was discovered in a closet above
the porch of Dr Peter Chamberlen’s old mansion, Woodham
Mortimer Hall, a chest, the obstetrical contents of which were
deposited by Mr Carwardine among the Archives of the
Medico-Chirurgical Society of London in 1818, where they
may still be seen. The most important are four pairs of
efficient midwifery forceps. But for years before the last of
the Chamberlens was laid in Westminster Abbey their secret
had begun to leak out. How it came about no one knows.
It is told of Roonhuysen’s secret that he had an assistant to
whom he had often promised to reveal it and as often put
him off. One day when he had just returned from a labour
case an Amsterdam Burgomaster required an interview with
him. In the hurry he tried to hide his tools; but whilst the
interview was going on Vanderswam took them. out and
sketched them. Some medical friend or some intelligent
midwife may have got a sufficient glimpse of the Chamberlen
tongs to enable them to describe their construction. Le Roy
avers that Palfyn when in London had a sight of Chamberlen’s
forceps. Johnson tells us he possessed a pair of forceps that
belonged to Mr Drinkwater, surgeon and man-midwife in
Brentford, who began practice in 1668, and died in 1728.
In 1733 Edmund Chapman published an Essay on The Im-
provement of Midwifery in which he describes the use of the
forceps and speaks of them as being of different sorts and
well known to all the principal men of the profession, both in
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